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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: SWAPO ANNOUNCES UNCONDITIONAL AC- 
CEPTANCE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT 

1 . THE UN SECRETARIAT HAS ISSUED SEPTEMBER 9 (AS 
SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT S/12841 ) A LETTER DATED 
SEPTEMBER 8 FROM SWAPO PRESIDENT SAM NUJOMA TO 
SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM. (TEXT CONTAINED PARA 6 
BELOW.) THE SWAPO LETTER, DELIVERED TO WALDHEIM LATE 
LAST NIGHT, WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A COVER LETTER FROM THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TANZANIAN AND ZAMBIAN AMBASSADORS REQUESTING THAT IT 
BE CIRCULATED AS A SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT. 

2. THE SWAPO LETTER SHOWS THE SKILLFUL HANDS OF 
TANZANIAN AMBASSADOR SALIM AND ZAMBIAN PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISER MARK CHONA. IT CONTAINS SWAPO'S ACCEPTANCE 
WITHOUT CONDITION OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT. 
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(SWAPO'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPOSAL IS IMPLICIT 
THROUGHOUT.) 

3. WE ARE TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF THE LETTER ON 
BEHALF OF THE FIVE. ALL ADDRESSEES (INCLUDING WEST- 
ERN FIVE CAPITALS) SHOULD THEREFORE SHARE IT WITH THEIR 
WESTERN FIVE COLLEAGUES. 

4. FOR PRETORIA. WE HAVE GIVEN A COPY OF SWAPO’S 
LETTER TO SOUTH AFRICAN CHARGE EKSTEEN AND INFORMED 
HIM THAT WE WOULD BE TRANSMITTING IT TO PRETORIA. 

EKSTEEN REQUESTS THAT AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PASS THE TEXT 
OF THE LETTER TO BRAND FOURIE IMMEDIATELY. HE WILL BE 
EXPECTING IT. 

5. FOR LONDON. PLEASE PASS TEXT TO FCO IMMEDIATELY. 

6. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER: BEGIN TEXT. 

LETTER DATED 8 SEPTEMBER 1978 FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SOUTH WEST AFRICA PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION ADDRESSED 
TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . FURTHER TO THE DISCUSSION WE HAD WITH YOUR 
EXCELLENCY ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1978 CONCERNING 
THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF YOUR REPORT CONTAINED IN DOC- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UMENT S/12827, 1 WOULD LIKE, ON BEHALF OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF SWAPO AND IN THE NAME OF THE OPPRESSED 
PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA, TO PLACE ON RECORD THE FOLLOWING: 

2. THE OBIECTIVE OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF 
NAMIBIA, UNDER THEIR NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT, SWAPO, 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND REMAINS THE TOTAL LIBERATION OF OUR 
COUNTRY. SWAPO, REPRESENTING THE ASPIRATIONS OF OUR 
PEOPLE, HAS CONSISTENTLY FOUGHT FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF 
THIS OBJECTIVE. BECAUSE OF THE INTRANSIGENCE AND ARRO- 
GANCE OF THE ENEMY WHICH HAD BLOCKED ALL POSSIBLE PEACE- 
FUL AVENUES TO OUR COUNTRY'S INDEPENDENCE, SWAPO WAS 
COMPELLED TO RESORT TO THE ARMED STRUGGLE IN ORDER TO 
ATTAIN OUR OBJECTIVE. IN THE PROCESS, HUNDREDS OF OUR 
BEST SONS AND DAUGHTERS HAVE SACRIFICED AND ARE SACRI 
FICING THEIR LIVES. 

3. BUT WHILE CARRYING OUT THE ARMED STRUGGLE, SWAPO 
HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED THE POSITION THAT WHENEVER POSSI- 
BILITIES AROSE FOR A MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATED TERMINATION 
OF THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION OF OUR COUNTRY BY THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN RACISTS, SWAPO WOULD NOT HESITATE TO LEND ITS 
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SUPPORT TO SUCH EFFORTS. THE HISTORY OF OUR OWN MOVEMENT 
IN THIS DIRECTION IS CLEAR AND REQUIRES NO FURTHER 
ELUCIDATION. IT WAS SWAPO WHICH ENCOURAGED AND SUPPORTED 
THE AFRICAN STATES AS WELL AS THE OTHER SUPPORTERS OF OUR 
LIBERATION STRUGGLE TO PROMOTE EFFORTS IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL WHICH CULMINATED IN THE ADOPTION OF SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 385(1976). IT HAS ALSO BEEN SWAPO 
WHICH HAS NEVER FOR ONE MOMENT HESITATED TO ENCOURAGE 
AND SUPPORT ANY AND ALL EFFORTS GEARED TOWARDS THE IM- 
PLEMENTATION OF THIS AND OTHER RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

4. IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT WHEN THE FIVE WESTERN MEM- 
BERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL DECIDED TO EMBARK ON THEIR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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INITIATIVE WITH A VIEW TO SECURING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 385, SWAPO WAS NOT FOUND 
WANTING IN ENCOURAGING SUCH EFFORTS. INDEED, AS YOU ARE 
AWARE, MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, SWAPO HAS BEEN ONE OF THE 
PRINCIPLE PARTIES INVOLVED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AT 
VARIOUS OCCASIONS AND VARIOUS PLACES. 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
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5. FOR MORE THAN FIFTEEN MONTHS NOW, SWAPO HAS 
BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE DIPLOMATIC EXERCISE 
INITIATED BY THE FIVE WESTERN MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL AIMED AT FINDING A BASIS FOR A GENUINE 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT FOR NAMIBIA. OUR ATTITUDE AND 
CONTRIBUTION TO THIS EXERCISE HAS ALWAYS BEEN BASED 
ON GOOD FAITH, SINCERITY AND HONEST DESIRE TO HELP 
ACCELERATE THE PROCESS TOWARDS NAMIBIA'S INDEPENDENCE. 

6. WE HAVE SOUGHT TO REMAIN FIRM AND UNSWERVING 
IN DEFENCE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS, LEGITIMATE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ASPIRATIONS AND TRUE INTERESTS OF THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE 
OF NAMIBIA. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, WE HAVE DEMON- 
STRATED FLEXIBILITY AND A SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE IN 
ORDER TO ENSURE THAT PROGRESS IS MADE. 

7. IT IS BECAUSE OF SWAPO'S STATEMANSHIP AND 
WILLINGNESS TO MAKE NECESSARY CONCESSIONS THAT THIS 
EXERCISE HAS REACHED THE PRESENT STAGE. 

8. THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED IN LUANDA ON JULY 

12, 1978 BY SWAPO AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FIVE 
WESTERN GOVERNMENTS, MARKED A SIGNIFICANT BREAK-THROUGH 
IN THIS DIPLOMATIC EXERCISE. 

9. IN LUANDA, THE TWO DELEGATIONS WERE ABLE TO 
AGREE, FOR THE FIRST TIME, TO PROCEED TO THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL SO THAT THE DECOLONISATION PROCESS OF NAMIBIA 
BE STARTED. HAD SWAPO REJECTED THE WESTERN PROPOSAL 
BECAUSE OF CERTAIN DIFFICULTIES CONTAINED THEREIN, IT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
TO HAVE MET. THUS, WHEN THE WESTERN FIVE TOOK THE 
INITIATIVE LEADING TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 

OF JULY 27, 1978, SWAPO SUPPORTED AND ENCOURAGED ITS 
FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS, AFRICANS AND NON-AFRICANS, 

TO GO ALONG WITH THE ADOPTION OF SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION REQ (1978). CLEARLY, MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, 

ALL THESE EFFORTS BY SWAPO WERE UNDERTAKEN IN THE FIRM 
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CONVICTION THAT WHEREVER IT WAS POSSIBLE TO ATTAIN THE 
OBJECTIVES FOR WHICH OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN FIGHTING 
WITH THE MINIMUM OF BLOODSHED AND SACRIFICE, THAT 
COURSE OF ACTION SHOULD BE EMBARKED UPON. THIS 
PRINCIPLED POSITION OF SWAPO IS ALSO IN KEEPING WITH 
OUR FIRMLY HELD VIEW THAT NEGOTIATION IS AN INDISPENSABLE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF THE STRUGGLE OF ANY 
PEOPLE FIGHTING FOR ITS LIBERATION. 

10. SWAPO HAS STUDIED YOUR REPORT CONTAINED IN 
DOCUMENT S/12827 SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 2 OF 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 431 (1978). WE HAVE TAKEN 
NOTE OF THE FACT THAT THIS REPORT WAS PREPARED AFTER 
A SURVEY MISSION LED BY YOUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, 

MR. AHTISAARI. WE HAVE ALSO NOTED THE CAREFUL AND 
REASONED WAY IN WHICH THIS REPORT HAS BEEN WRITTEN. 

SWAPO WISHES TO COMMEND YOUR EFFORTS AND THOSE OF 
YOUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE AND HIS COLLEAGUES FOR 
HAVING PRODUCED THIS REPORT. 

1 1. IN GENERAL, SWAPO, HAVING STUDIED THIS REPORT 
WISHES TO DECLARE ITS SUPPORT FOR THE SAME. HOWEVER, 

THERE ARE SOME SPECIFIC AREAS OF CONCERN WHICH WE WISH 
TO UNDERLINE. OUR SUPPORT FOR THIS REPORT IS THEREFORE 
BASED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE AREAS OF CONCERN 
WOULD BE OVERCOME. 

12. OUR MAJOR AREA OF CONCERN IS THE QUESTION OF 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. WE HAVE NOTED THAT THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL S REPORT IS SILENT ON THIS QUESTION. 

AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, WE WISH TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION 
TO PARAGRAPH 6 OF THE PROPOSAL OF THE WESTERN FIVE 
(DOCUMENT S. 12636) WHICH INTER ALIA STIPULATES "THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ELECTION PROCESS, INCLUDING THE 
PROPER REGISTRATION OF VOTERS AND THE PROPER AND TIMELY 
TABULATION AND PUBLICATION OF VOTING RESULTS WILL ALSO 
HAVE TO BE CONDUCTED TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE". DESPITE THIS PROVISION, IT IS A KNOWN 
FACT THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACISTS HAVE CONTINUED 
WITH THE UNILATERAL REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. THEY HAVE 
DONE SO DESPITE THE OPPOSITION FIRMLY EXPRESSED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS. CLEARLY, THEREFORE, THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 USUNN 03542 02 OF 04 091959Z 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ILLEGAL RACIST REGIME BEGAN TO INTERFERE WITH THE 
ELECTION PROCESS LONG BEFORE THE ANTICIPATED BEGINNING 
OF THE TRANSITION PERIOD. THEIR UNILATERAL ACTION WAS 
A CALCULATED DEFIANCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS POSTION. 

IT WAS ALSO A REBUFF TO THE SPIRIT AND LETTER OF THE 
WESTERN PROPOSAL ON THIS QUESTION. BUT OUR CONCERN 
IS NOT ONLY RELATED TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFIANCE 
BECAUSE BY NOW THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS COME TO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 USUNN 03542 03 OF 04 092026Z 
ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO ARA-11 EA-10 NEA-10 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 HA-05 ACDA-12 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 
ICAE-00 INRE-00 /122 W 

073095 092037Z/73 

O 091949Z SEP 78 ZFF-4 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3308 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 03 OF 04 USUN NEW YORK 03542 

EXPECT SUCH SYSTEMATIC ACTS OF DEFIANCE. OUR CONCERN 
DERIVES FROM THE FACT THAT IN UNDERTAKING THE UNILATERAL 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS, THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACIST 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ENGAGED IN ACTS OF HARASSMENT, INTIMIDA- 
TION AND VICTIMIZATION OF MANY NAMIBIANS. THEY HAVE 
ALSO ENGAGED IN CALCULATED FRAUDS BY REGISTERING SOME 
PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT NAMIBIANS. CLEARLY, THEREFORE, THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN ILLEGAL REGIME HAS, THROUGH THE PROCESS 
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OF UNILATERAL REGISTRATION, TRIED AND IS TRYING TO CREATE 
CONDITIONS MOST FAVOURABLE TO ITS OWN ULTERIOR DESIGNS 
IN NAMIBIA. SWAPO CANNOT ACCEPT THIS SITUATION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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13. SWAPO, WHICH DERIVES ITS LEGITIMACY FROM THE 
OVERWHELMING SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA, HAS 
ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT WE ARE PREPARED FOR FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS IN THE TERRITORY. FOR SUCH ELECTIONS TO BE 
HELD, A CLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE, FREE OF FRAUD, INTIMIDA- 
TION AND HARRASSMENT, MUST BE CREATED. IT IS ON THAT 
BASIS THAT SWAPO HAS SUPPORTED ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL 
PROVISIONS OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 385, THAT IS 

TO SAY, THE HOLDING OF ELCTIONS UNDER UNITED NATIONS 
SUPERVISION AND CONTROL. AND IT IS FOR THE SAME REASON 
THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT A SITUATION WHERE SOUTH AFRICA IS 
TRYING TO CREATE FURTHER FAITS ACCOMPLI IN THE TERRITORY 
AND ATTEMPTING TO PREEMPT THE LEGITIMATE EXPRESSION OF 
THE PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA. WE WOULD THEREFORE INSIST THAT 
THIS QUESTION OF REGISTRATION SHOULD BE LOOKED AT AFRESH 
AND WE WOULD PREFER THAT A NEW REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 
BE UNDERTAKEN IMMEDIATELY UPON THE BEGINNING OF THE 
TRANSITION PROCESS. 

14. WE HAVE STUDIED THE SECTIONS OF THE REPORT DEALING 
WITH THE COMPOSITION, POWER AND FUNCTIONS OF UNTAG 
(PARAS 21-34 OF YOUR REPORT). WE ARE SATISFIED WITH 

THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MILITARY COMPONENT. WE 
CONSIDER, FOR EXAMPLE, THE PROPOSED STRENGTH OF THE 
FORCE, AS CONATINED IN PARA 26 OF YOUR REPORT, TO 
BE BOTH REALISTIC AND SOUND. CONSIDERING THE SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT PREVAIL IN NAMIBIA. WE HAVE TAKEN 
NOTE OF THE FACT THAT WE SHALL BE CONSULTED CONCERNING 
THE COMPOSITION OF THIS FORCE. WE HAVE SOME DEFINITE 
VIEWS WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY BROUGHT TO YOUR ATTENTION 
IN THE COURSE OF SEVERAL MEETINGS THAT WE HAVE HAD WITH 
YOU. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN RESPECT OF THE CIVIL POLICE ELEMENT OF UNTAG. WE 
WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT IN NOT OBJECTING TO THE 
PROVISION THAT THE EXISTING POLICE FORCE, WHO WILL BE 
PROVIDED ONLY WITH SIDE ARMS. WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
NORMAL POLICE DUTIES DURING THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION, 

WE TOOK THAT POSITION ON THE CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT 
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THE UNITED NATIONS POLICE WILL EFFECTIVELY MONITOR 
THE PERFORMANCE OF THE EXISTING POLICE. SUCH MONITORING 
WOULD INCLUDE THE ASSURANCE THAT THEY BEHAVE IN AN 
ACCEPTABLE MANNER SO AS TO ENSURE THAT NO INTIMIDATION, 
HARASSMENT OR VICTIMIZATION TAKES PLACE. IN THE COURSE 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, WE HAVE BEEN ASSURED BY THE WESTERN 
FIVE THAT UNITED NATIONS POLICE OFFICERS WOULD ACCOMPANY 
EXISTING SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE WHENEVER AND WHEREVER THE 
UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE DEEMS IT NECESSARY 
FOR THEM TO DO SO. WE THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT IN THE 
FULFILMENT OF THESE RESPONSIBILITIES, THE NUMBER 
PROPOSED IN YOUR REPORT, THAT IS TO SAY APPROXIMATELY 
360 EXPERIENCED POLICE OFFICERS, WILL NOT BE ADEQUATE. 

WE WOULD DEFINITELY PREFER A SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER NUMBER. 
IN MAKING THIS POINT, WE WISH TO STRESS ONCE AGAIN 
THE NEED TO CREATE A CLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 
TERRITORY SO THAT THE PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA CAN DECIDE FOR 
THEMSELVES THEIR ULTIMATE DESTINY, FREE FROM THE OMNI- 
PRESENT HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION AND VICTIMIZATION BY 
THEIR SOUTH AFRICAN OPPRESSORS. 

16. ANOTHER MAIOR AREA WHICH WE WISH TO ADDRESS OURSELVES 
TO IS THE QUESTION OF CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES (REFERRED 

TO IN PARA 14 (A) OF YOUR REPORT). IT SHOULD. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, BE NOTED THAT THE VERY NATURE OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION REGIME IS BASED ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST OUR PEOPLE AND PERSISTENT AGGRESSIONS AGAINST 
INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES. THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME 
HAS NEVER STOPPED OR RELAXED ITS REPRESSIVE VIOLENCE 
AGAINST NAMIBIANS INTERNALLY AND ITS NAKED AGGRESSIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AGAINST ANGOLA AND ZAMBIA. THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME 
MUST PUT AN IMMEDIATE END TO ITS MURDERS OF NAMIBIANS. 
INCLUDING WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AS THEY DID IN THEIR 
MASSACRE AT KASSINGA. THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND 
MORE PARTICULARLY THE SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD SEE TO 
IT THAT SOUTH AFRICA'S NOTORIOUS LAWLESSNESS IS BROUGHT 
TO A HALT. 

17. SWAPO HAS TAKEN UP ARMS TO RESIST THE VIOLENCE 

AND REPRESSION OF THE OCCUPYING FORCES. WHEN CONDITIONS 
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CAN BE CREATED FOR PUTTING AN END TO THAT VIOLENCE, 

THE NECESSITY FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE ARMED STRUGGLE 
WILL NO LONGER BE THERE. YOU WILL RECALL, MR. 

SECRETARY GENERAL, THAT AT OUR MEETING WITH YOU ON 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1978, WE MADE IT VERY CLEAR 
THAT WE ATTACH THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO THE SCRUPULOUS 
HONOURING OF THE CEASEFIRE. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE 
HAD PROPOSED THAT A FORMAL AND BINDING INSTRUMENT BE 
SIGNED BY SWAPO AND SOUTH AFRICA. SUCH A CEASEFIRE 
AGREEMENT IS LOGICAL AND NECESSARY TO AVOID FURTHER 
CONFRONTATIONS AND TO ENSURE A SCRUPULOUS OBSERVANCE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEASEFIRE. WE HEREBY REITERATE 
OUR READINESS TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT PROVIDED THAT THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME DOES THE SAME. WE WOULD ALSO 
PROPOSE THAT THE AGREEMENT BE AUTHENTICATED BY THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL. THIS IS A FURTHER DEMONSTRATION 
OF OUR GOOD FAITH AND COMMITMENT TO SERIOUSLY HONOUR 
AND ABIDE BY THE RESOLUTION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
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AIMED AT IMPLEMENTING THE PROPOSAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RESOLUTION 385 (1976). 

18. ONE LAST AREA WHICH WE WISH TO PLACE ON RECORD 
IS OUR UNDERSTANDING. IN RESPECT TO THE ROLE. DUTIES 

AND POWERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE. 
WE TAKE NOTE THAT THESE HAVE BEEN PARTLY DEFINED IN 
BOTH THE PROPOSAL OF THE WESTERN FIVE AND IN YOUR 
REPORT. THE WESTERN FIVE AND YOU, MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, 
KNOW OUR POSITION ON THIS. WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 
THAT THE WHOLE OPERATION LEADING NAMIBIA TO INDEPENDENCE 
IS HANDLED BY THE UNITED NATIONS. WE WOULD HAVE 
PREFERRED TO SEE THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE MORE CLEARLY DEFINED TO INCLUDE THAT 
HE WOULD SEE TO IT THAT NAMIBIA ATTAINS GENUINE FREEDOM 
AND THAT DURING THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION IT WOULD BE 
HIS ROLE TO ENSURE THE FAIR AND HONEST PRESERVATION OF 
SECURITY, LAW AND ORDER. IN ANY CASE, WE WISH TO STRESS 
THAT IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT AT ANY TIME THE UNITED 
NATIONS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE IS NOT SATISIFIED BY ANY 
ACTION OR MEASURE ADOPTED BY THE ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL, 
THAT ACTION OR MEASURE WILL NOT BE EFFECGED. 

19. WITH THE ABOVE UNDERSTANDING, SWAPO ACCEPTS THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT AND PLEDGES ITS FULL 
CO-OPERATION FOR A SPEEDY ACTION BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN SO DOING, SWAPO IS CONSCIOUS THAT IT IS FULFILLING 
ITS HISTORICAL RESPONSIBILITIES AS THE LEGITIMATE AND 
AUTHENTIC REPRESENTATIVE OF OUR PEOPLE. 

20. 1 SHALL BE MOST GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD ARRANGE 
FOR THE CIRCULATION OF THIS LETTER AS A DOCUMENT 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) SAM NUJOMA PRESIDENT 

YOUNG 
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Image Path: 
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Line Count: 536 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1491130 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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